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Fact:
each year more than
200,000 young people
from around the world
visit Australia to
Work and Travel...

An infobrochure from
HighschoolAustralia

SHOULD I TAKE THE PLUNGE ? YES? NO? OR MAYBE?
The decision to work and travel for 6-12 months
halfway around the world is not easy. It is not just
about the cost and the time that must be invested
– you need to know whether this is really the right
decision for you. There are so many questions going on in your head – maybe you have never been
this far away from family and friends, how will
things go speaking a foreign language and of
course you cannot spend all your time at the
beach, you need to work too right?
This brochure provides you with detailed information on all aspects of work and travel, with an emphasis on farm work. Drawing on our extensive
experience of Work and Travel in Australia, we
give you a run down on what you can expect when
you get here, including scheduling of events and
activities, as well as providing you with an insight
into real life in Australia.

network, health system and tax office. For those
who are still unsure about taking the plunge,
knowing these important facts can help you reach
a decision.
Either you will realize that this is something you
really want to do or it will become pretty apparent
that this is just not the right decision for you.
And for those who have already made up their
minds to go, the following information will be
helpful to reduce the number of unknowns and
improve your planning – regardless of whether
you choose to take part in our program or not.
The key is to be flexible as no plan will stay the
same!

We also provide you with practical advice to make
your job easier, such as navigating the telephone

No plan will stay the same - be ﬂexible!

www. work-n-travel-australia.com
facebook
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A short test
Ok, so Farm Work. What can I expect?

(Be sure to read the following statements and tick
the box that best describes you):

The number one aspect that will determine how
much you enjoy your experience will be your attitude to work.

1 I’m not really that into doing work and travel.
But my friends have done it and so I don’t want to
miss out.

As the name suggests, Work and Travel is just that
– work and travel. There are different types of
work. Light work, strenuous work, the kind of work
where your hands (and clothes) stay clean, or the
kind of work where you look like hell at the end of
the day. There is work that is fun, and work that is
mindless and repetitive. Whichever option you
choose, you should not be afraid of doing work. But
if you would rather choose the easier path then
choose Work and Travel. Farm Work is not for the
faint hearted!

2 I actually want to visit Australia. If I can extend
my stay by doing temporary work, then so much the
better.
3 I think working in Australia is good but if so, I
need to be in a place where there’s plenty of action.
4 Herding sheep and cattle on a horse or a
motorcycle is a cool idea. Some people pay a lot of
money to go on a ranch vacation. Doing work and
travel means I’d get that and more.
5 Visiting a foreign country is a must. I'm interested in people and I like animals. All that coupled
with adventure in a hot, godforsaken place where
your closest neighbour is tens of kilometres away –
the only thing missing is me!

To enjoy doing Farm Work, you need to expect that
you will be working hard in a completely different
environment; there will be new tasks to learn and
you will get dirty! You will be required to adapt to
new situations very quickly. You will need to work
hard but you will be paid fairly for it too.

Evaluation (you ticked):

Holidays and associated travel takes place in between your jobs, however the greatest adventure is
by far the work itself. Stay flexible and you will have
a greater choice of work. Plan traveling around
your jobs wherever possible, not the other way
around.

1 Forget about it! Read a few blogs and articles
on the net, then you can still feel well travelled and
live vicariously through others.
2 3 Work and Travel would be ok for you. Go to
the coast, take enough money with you just in case
the work gets difficult for you, and enjoy your time.
Read more at point 5 "On your own feet".

Be ready to make some big adjustments to your
new life. Circumstances may turn out differently
than planned, but if you take things as they come,
then you will have a really amazing time with unforgettable experiences and it will be worth all the
effort.

4 5 You’re the Farm Work type and you’ll have
fun there. Just remember to send your mum a current address so your family can find you when you
don’t want to come home voluntarily ;-)

WORK AND TRAVEL VISAS

HOW MANY?

WHERE?

PARTNER?

D0 IT AGAIN?

227,000 Working
Holiday Visas

United Kingdom
is No.1 with
45,000 visas
under the scheme, followed by
Taiwan with almost 27,000,
South Korea and
Germany each
with 26,000 and
France with
23,000 visas.

34 Nations
have signed
the Working
Holiday Visa
Agreement so
far, with China the last to
sign in 2015.
Germany has
been a signatory since
July 2000.

41,000 Working
Holiday Visas
were „second
visas“ which
are granted
only under
certain conditions. In the
lead are the
Irish, with
Germany in
seventh place.

were issued in
the 2014/15 financial year in
Australia. Of
these, about 98%
were online applications, with
more than 78% of
visas issued within six days.
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There are two reasons why the Australian farming
sector is struggling to find enough workers. Firstly,
the vast majority of farms are far away from major
cities or are located in the Outback. In this instance, your nearest neighbour can be more than
100kms away and the closest supermarket or pub
(which is often the same thing) is even further. Secondly, many of the jobs are only seasonal offers
that coincide with harvest time, sheep shearing or
the herding of cattle for marking.
For Work and Travel participants these are all advantages. The maximum period of employment is
only six months at a time, which gives you the opportunity to get to know the “real” Australia and its
people. At the same time you can earn good money
and with no place to spend it, you will be all set for
when it is time to go traveling.

Drivers
Good drivers are needed for tillage machines such
as bulldozers, road graders or raking to remove
bush vegetation and prepare the land for crops.
People who are familiar with driving tractors or
trucks will learn quickly.
Very few farms operate only on agriculture. Most
also have cattle and/or sheep, which means that
skills in handling animals, and horse or motorbike
riding are valued highly, as is using a chainsaw to
build fences.
If you can do all that, then great. If you are lacking a
skill, let yourself be taught at the Training Farm.

Sheep & Cattle Stations

Given the mutual benefits to all involved, this is why
people who can and want to work hard are welcomed with open arms. Depending on individual skills
and interests almost everyone can find a job, often
even in their preferred region.
Wages start at the Government regulated minimum
wage, but can be more depending on experience
and skills. The minimum wage for „Station Hands“
is currently at 320 AUD per week after tax if room
and board is provided by the employer. Unfortunately for those under 20yrs, the wage rates can be
reduced by up to 20%, but not always. Sometimes it
is just a question of how well you sell yourself to a
prospective employer. In fact, room and board is
included on most farms with very few exceptions.
The jobs offered can be roughly categorised as follows:

Tractor Works & Agriculture
These jobs are ideal for people who grew up on a
farm and learnt to drive a tractor from the day their
feet could reach the pedals. These jobs are usually
just 4-10 weeks in duration but because Australia is
so vast, there is always another harvest or planting
season – anything from cotton to wheat and corn or
sunflowers.
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Some of these farms cover an area of more than
10,000 square kilometres and are located in the
most remote areas of Australia. For some you may
need two days to get there. The nearest pub, shop
or post office is hundreds of kilometres away and
your nearest neighbour is not much closer.
You will not become an expert on cattle or sheep
within three to six months, but you will quickly find
out how you can make yourself useful on horseback (cattle station) and on a motorbike (sheep station). The type of work required on such large stations includes tasks such as mustering and moving
livestock, vaccinations and marking. In addition,
you may be required to repair fences, remove fallen
trees, operate and maintain all equipment, and
even assist with the vegetable garden.
Do not worry if you are not from a farming family
and have never done this work before. You will
learn the foundations on the Training Farm and you
will pick up the routine quickly once you are in the
actual job.
Occasionally working days on Outback stations
can be long but it would include paid overtime.
Initially, earnings are based on the minimum
wage, however can go up based on your growing
skills and attitude to work.

Teaching in the Outback
In the Outback teachers are usually called "Governesses" or "Tutors". They live with the family on
large farms and teach up to three or four children.
Mostly they are siblings of different ages and will
therefore have different levels of knowledge and
learning requirements. Although this can present a
challenge, the plus side is that teaching materials
are predefined and already available. These include
books, videos, TV programs as well as the teaching
schedule on when to use what resources. These
materials are provided by a distance education organisation.

Working with Horses
Jobs at cattle and sheep stations are extremely
popular with overseas visitors, perhaps because
these kinds of opportunities are hard to come by in
other places. This is the best opportunity to
experience first-hand what it is like to work with
animals – be they large or small, domestic or wild,
in pastures, paddocks or pens.
For the horse lovers among us there are a wide
range of options, whether it be using your existing
expertise or expanding on your basic knowledge.
Some jobs require the perfect rider, but there are
also employers who are happy to pass on skills to
their employees. Once you are there, you do need
to be a competent rider to handle unruly animals.
Helicopters, Cessna aeroplanes and motorcycles
are also often used to herd cattle.

It may happen that teaching lessons are postponed
because the children are needed to help out on the
station during peak times. When this happens,
classes may be rescheduled to the evening or on
the weekend. Most of these bush kids are very clever and really want to learn. The majority are already well ahead of their city peers who undertake
normal studies.
What qualifications do I need?

There are horse jobs that occur in conjunction with
competitions such as the “3 Day Event“ (Eventing)
in Adelaide, which includes dressage, cross-country, and show jumping. Jobs may involve working
with racehorses or be located in centres for crosscountry riding.
Men and women do not necessarily need to be professional riders. Many people start off at an amateur level, work hard during their placement to develop their skills and leave the job at a professional
level. Riding is only one part of the job. You will
spend much of your time caring for horses in their
stalls, feeding and supplying the paddock, longeing
(training horses) and preparing horses for riding.
Jobs at trail riding centres generally depend on the
season and are found in the southern states of Australia. The horses are generally good-natured and
once you know the standard routes, you have the
most pleasant job in the world.
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Ideally, you need to really like kids. You do not need
to be a trained teacher. Given that it can be quite
difficult to get qualified teachers in the Outback,
anyone who has ever taught something once is
welcome. The prospect of a study placement as a
teacher is an advantage.
School hours
Each school term (quarter) lasts approximately ten
weeks, with four terms per year, distributed as follows:
Term 1 - end of January to Easter
Term 2 - after Easter to mid-June
Term 3 - early July to mid-September
Term 4 - October to mid-December
Even in the Outback, most parents try to stick to
these times so that their kids can make the most of
the distance education programs available.

Cooks and chefs – these professions are scarce in
the Outback and therefore very well paid. Those
who have in-depth knowledge and skills in this
area can achieve the highest wages, regardless of
whether you are located in a pub or roadhouse
(hourly rate) or on a station (weekly wage).

Domestic Help
Does life on an Outback station excite you, but
maybe the cattle and livestock not so much? Maybe
you are more of the domestic type – the kind of
person who takes care of the children, considers
household tasks a challenge and takes pleasure in
ticking things off your never ending to do list.

Generally food and accommodation are free with all
of these jobs, which means that anything you earn
can go straight into the piggy bank – minus a contribution to the tax office.

If so, then undertaking domestic help is just the
right work for you. Tasks include cooking and
cleaning, as well as gardening and childcare –
often in the swimming pool. Or you might find
yourself taking the kids to school and waiting for
the mail plane to pick up post for the family.

Whichever path you choose, there is real potential
for the adventure of a lifetime.

In Australia, this job is known as "Mother’s Help" or
"Girl Friday". The latter may also encompass duties
outside the home such as farm work.
The average wage is again AUD 320 per week after
tax, depending on age and experience. Food and
board are of course free, with a two to six month
stay being the standard duration.

Hospitality
For those with a background in the hospitality industry, there are innumerable jobs in rural areas.
Having said this, a job description for pub work in
the Outback for example, may involve more than
what the job title suggests. It is best to assume that
your job may require you to do a range of tasks,
such as cooking, cleaning, gardening and operating
the petrol station.
The options in detail include:

Tip: How to Present Yourself to Your
Employer

Outback Pubs – Working in the bar and kitchen,
room cleaning and anything else that needs doing.
In the high season you may get work for a couple.
Otherwise, women are generally preferred.
Outback Roadhouses – Working at reception, at the
petrol station, cooking steak sandwiches and Outback burgers, cleaning, gardening, painting and
anything else that needs doing. Even here in the
high season you may get work for two people.
Guest Farms – Everything that needs doing is your
job, whether inside or outside the house. This also
includes guest services and entertainment.
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Basically, it is advisable to dress in a clean and tidy
manner. The rural population in Australia is more
conservative than their city cousins, and besides –
no one wants to live and work with a bum.
Enthusiasm and a positive work attitude are the
No.1 most important aspects. Your boss here in
Australia and other future employers will be much
happier with your work if you can demonstrate these attitudes to them. They will also be much more
understanding of your limits and be more willing to
help you overcome them.

Tip:

What do I Need to Pack?
Documents
passport (valid for at least six months beyond the
last scheduled date of departure from Australia)

The Australian electricity network operates at
240V / 50Hz, but has other outlets. For that reason
you will need an adaptor, which you can buy at the
Training Farm.

copy of birth certificate

A backpack is much more practical for traveling
around than a suitcase. Leave enough space when
packing for extra items you might buy in Australia.
A second small backpack for hand luggage or day
trips is also recommended.

insurance documents (health insurance, accident
insurance, see below)

NOTE: For domestic flights the weight limit is often
20kg

drivers license (for cars with manual transmission); an international drivers license is only required if you plan to rent a car

credit card (NO travelers checks please!)
email print out of your Working Holiday Visa
Work wear
jeans and sturdy work pants
at least 2 long-sleeved shirts
work shoes without laces (can be purchased at
the Training Farm)
underwear
pocket knife
sunglasses for work
Casual clothes
short pants
t-shirts
comfortable shoes
nice outfit
jumper
swimwear
Miscellaneous
medicine / band aids / bandages
alarm clock
small flashlight
sleeping bag liner
camera
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„Forbidden Fruits!“
(Import Regulations)
As an island Australia has been spared much of the
agricultural pests that other countries have to deal
with, and it goes to great lengths to preserve this
advantage. Upon your arrival in Australia you will
most likely be faced with an immigration official
who will ask you a number of questions. Best to
stay relaxed.
On the plane you would have already completed a
declaration on bringing prohibited items into the
country. Be prepared to re-confirm this before immigration officials. On the way from the Arrivals
Hall to Passport Control are containers to leave
behind any food that you still have with you. Fruit,
plants, wooden souvenirs and even straw hats may
be problematic. There are severe penalties for attempting to smuggle prohibited items into the
country.
All airports have drug sniffer dogs, as well as those that are trained to detect food. Even so, the
Beagles are very friendly in Brisbane. And one
more tip: If you bring your own riding boots, make
sure that they are scrupulously clean. Do not leave any soil residue on the sole, otherwise you will
have problems!

Your health is another matter entirely. You definitely want medical insurance in case you get sick and
need to see a doctor. Accident insurance is also important as it is better to be safe than sorry. Just
double check that this insurance covers working
with animals and machines! You might also like to
consider repatriation insurance – to alleviate concerns by anxious parents.

Insurance
Insurance can be quite expensive and many people
therefore only take the most basic cover or leave it
out entirely. Nevertheless, you should give some
thought to the potential risks you may face during
your work and travel.

A well-respected travel insurance company for
backpackers is Educare World.
Make sure you obtain travel cancellation insurance.
Most budget flights can only be changed (if at all) by
paying extra fees, and the Training Farm can not
give you a refund if anything happens within 30 days
prior to your arrival to prevent you from coming. It
is possible to postpone your booking to a later date
but if you do not come, you will not receive a refund.
Travel cancellation insurance prevents you from
having these problems.

The decision not to buy any baggage insurance is
ok if you are only taking the bare minimum with
you. But if you are taking valuable items such as a
camera or laptop, you may like to reconsider.
Backpacker hostels do not always have safes or
lockers to accommodate valuables and theft does
occur.
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Reminder: the Work and Travel program offered by
us has an emphasis on Farm Work in rural areas of
Australia and the Outback.
This program not only guarantees you work for the
entire period of your Work and Travel stay, but also
includes four days of intensive job preparation and
training for farm work. Most of the previously mentioned jobs will be open to you, because your future
employer knows that they will get an employee who
has been well prepared and trained for employment.
The guarantee of work is not to be underestimated.
Most work and travel jobs in the cities and on the
coast run only on a daily basis, and the cost of living
is at least 50 AUD a day. This is money you will save
on the farm.
Another advantage is that the Australian government has a great interest in supporting the labour
of farm workers. Participation in our Farm Work
program almost always allows an extension of the
Working Holiday Visa for two years.

What Happens After my Arrival in
Brisbane?
Thursday:
It would be ideal if you arrive in Brisbane on a
Thursday morning between 6.00 und 11.00am. Most
international flights from Europe arrive at this time.
You will be met by our "Greeter". If you arrive earlier, use the time to relax on one of the comfy sofas
in the Arrivals Hall before joining up with our Greeter. Be aware that it might take two hours and more
getting through passport control and customs.

There are two hours on Friday when we sort out all
the paperwork, including bank accounts and any
other information that you need. Bank accounts and
tax file numbers have already been prepared for
you as much as possible.
We go through the following:
passport and visa
drivers license

The Greeter will give you some general arrival information and take you to the desk of our transfer
partner. They will provide transport to the hostel in
Noosa where you will stay prior to your training
course. Once you are in Noosa you settle in and
chill out at the hostel.

health insurance
email address
phone number/ mobile phone
photo for administration at the training farm
bank account

Friday to Sunday:
Use these days to rest up and recover in Noosa before you start your farm training. If you feel up for
adventure, spend some time exploring Noosa and
its surrounds. Noosa has been voted a Top Backpacker Destination in Queensland.
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filling out the job application form, so we know
which jobs you are suited for and what you are
interested in doing. The more things you are
willing to do, the more choices you will have in
taking on work.

Even people who want to work in the areas of education, domestic help and hospitality will need to
undertake farm work training, because EVERYONE
in the Outback needs to know how to do these
things.

Monday:
You will travel by bus to the Training Farm. First up
is a group welcome and morning smoko. After all
the necessary paperwork is out of the way, farm
training participants have lunch together with the
training staff.

The farm work program guarantees that you will
already receive your first job offer during training,
so that you do not have to wait long to start work.
These job offers usually come by telephone from
farmers who are in need of workers, or the training
farm will contact farms that are already on the
waiting list for workers.

Any purchases that need to be made such as work
shoes, shirts, pants, flashlights and pocketknives
or SIM cards, are done in the farm shop. You can
also pick out a t-shirt, water bottle and an Aussi
Allrounder hat for yourself.
Those whose training takes place on one of the
surrounding farms are taken there.

Usually by the end of your second full week in Australia you have already earned your first wages with
minimal expenditures. That way you can get started
with saving immediately. You will quickly become
financially independent and can receive new jobs
offers at any time.

Training starts at about 2.00pm.

Tuesday to Friday: Training Farm
The aim of training is to develop a basic knowledge
of the different kinds of farm work you may be required to do. Your skills, strengths and interests
are taken into consideration as much as possible in
order to provide you with the most suitable job,
both for your own satisfaction and for your employer’s.

Saturday:

Participants will be trained in groups of up to four
people. The training itself covers motor-bike riding,
driving a tractor, operating equipment, horse
riding, herding livestock, repairing fences, using a
chainsaw and all kinds of other farm work. At this
stage you will realise why it is necessary to get
good travel insurance that covers the use of
machinery and animals.
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Breakfast, packing, cleaning and tidying, making up
fresh beds for the newcomers next week, saying
goodbye and departure;

You will most likely need to travel by public transport when you are out on your own, particularly to
get to your first job. You will also need to make a
call to your employer so they know when you will
arrive and where. And given the boundless landscape of Australia, most likely you will need to organise a place to stay the night. Below are some
details to help you.

Travel & Transport Systems
Bus
There are cheap and fast bus services to all parts
of Australia. A bus trip from Sydney to Brisbane
takes about 16hrs and costs 130 AUD (as at April
2015; prices subject to change). The Training Farm
acts as an agent for Premier, Greyhound and a few
smaller bus companies and can give you significant
discounts on tickets that you buy there. You can
even call the Training Farm to organise your tickets
from anywhere in Australia, and they will make
sure your ticket is there when you get on the bus. If
you are considering whether or not to buy a car,
keep in mind that buses can take you almost
anywhere you want to go and are faster and
cheaper than going by car.
The major bus companies offer bus tickets of various kinds. There are direct transit passes from
2,000 to 10,000km or transit passes with stopovers.
A number of smaller companies such as Oz Experience, Wayward Bus and Groovy Grape offer holiday
programs with sight seeing and stops along the
way between major cities. This is great for when
you are on holiday, but will not be of much help if
you are on your way to a job. Many of these bus tickets can be purchased at a reduced price on the
Training Farm.
Railway
The rail network in Australia is limited to populated
areas along the East Coast and Perth, with some
notable exceptions. These include the "Ghan",
which traverses the interior from Adelaide to Darwin and the "Spirit of the Outback", which travels
from Rockhampton to Longreach. Rail travel is significantly more expensive than bus travel, however it is also more comfortable thanks to greater
freedom of movement.
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There are some really interesting train passes
available from Queensland Rail that run up and
down the east coast. A high-speed train, the "Tilt
Train" currently runs between Brisbane and Rockhampton and between Brisbane and Cairns. It is
fast and comfortable, but not cheap. More train
connections are planned for the future, which will
hopefully bring more goods and transport trucks
off the roads. The Outback version of these trucks
are the huge road trains, which are up to four times
the length of a normal truck and can carry 400 cattle.
Flights
Many international flights also include a domestic
flight. It is recommended to leave your options
open as much as possible and make your choice
once you are here on the ground. If you must,
however, enter a destination, choose Perth on the
west coast due to the greater distance. With
popular routes the flights are cheaper than buses.
Airlines for domestic flights are Qantas, Virgin
Blue, Tiger Air and Jetstar. Virgin Blue also offers
convenient access to New Zealand and other
destinations in the Pacific. You can book all of this
at the Training Farm.
Car
It is actually better not to buy a car. However, if you
think it is absolutely necessary, you should only do
so after your first job, when you go traveling. And
even then we strongly recommend you obtain
membership with an automobile club that offers
roadside assistance. To be stuck in the middle of
nowhere with a broken down car is not an adventure, it is a massive headache. To buy or hire a car
you will need an international drivers license.

Phone cards are available for purchase either for
single use or to recharge. User manuals are included and they are suitable for nearly all landline
phones. In addition, the rates are very cheap. Calls
to Europe are often only 0.04 AUD/ min.

Communication
Australia generally has an excellent telephone
network, although some areas are covered by radio
links and these connections are often not as good
as the normal network. Each state has its own area
code, such as Queensland which is 07 (the zero is
left off if you call with the Australian country code
from abroad). This is followed by an eight-digit
number. For example, the number for High School
Australia if calling from Germany is:

Public telephones in the cities usually accept credit
cards. Connections to the Outback can be tricky, as
quite often the line may be disconnected. Given the
size of the country, it is inevitable that such repairs
may take several days to be fixed, although Telstra
is working hard to improve the wait times.

Tel: +61 7 3878 3308
When calling please consider the time difference,
which can be 8-10hrs, depending on the season
(summer time or winter time). Twelve noon in
Germany is about 8.00-10.00pm in Australia on the
same day.

Accommodation in Australia

Email
Almost every city in Australia has an internet café.
The small towns usually have email access in the
library.
With 450 inhabitants the town of Goomeri has both
an internet café and a library. It makes sense to
create an email address for yourself before leaving
for Australia. Just make sure you create an email
address that is short, professional and easy to remember as you will need to use this to contact potential employers.
Mobile Phones
The network coverage in the cities and larger towns
is good, but outside of this it is practically non-existent. In the countryside and in the Outback you
cannot rely on your mobile phone in case of an
emergency. If you bring a mobile phone to Australia, make sure that it also works with foreign SIM
cards.
Telephone (landline)
The telephone network in Australia is as good as
you would expect from a developed country. Local
calls are unlimited in time and cost about 0.45
AUD. However, it is generally not possible to reach
people living outside the city with a local call.
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On the Training Farm you live much like a member
of the family. For most jobs accommodation and
meals are part of the compensation package.
Short-term accommodation
The network of backpacker hostels in Australia is
excellent. Every town, no matter how big or small,
has at least one hostel. Prices range between 2040 AUD a night, and as so often in life you get what
you are willing to pay. The Youth Hostel Association
(YHA) has recently introduced a classification system - 1-5 "houses" (instead of stars). During harvest time in some areas, be wary of hostels that
require you to work for your accommodation. There
may quite possibly be several pitfalls in the “arrangement” they ask of you so it is best to speak with
someone who has stayed there before.
Each Australian town also has at least one pub. Often staying there is quite cheap and it is definitely
something you should experience at least once in
your life.
Long-term rentals
If you are staying longer in an area, it is more cost
effective to get together with a few like-minded
people and rent an apartment or a house. Deals
can be found at the usual places: newspapers, online listings and in the backpacker offices of larger
cities. A deposit is common but you will get it back
so long as everything is left in good condition.

Banking & Money
While you are still in Germany we will help you
open a FREE account with an Australian bank. A
representative of the local branch will be in
Goomeri on Monday morning. You will receive your
account info while you are still in Germany and if
you have already transferred money into your
account, your Visa Debit Card will be waiting for you
upon your arrival. This way you do not incur bank
surcharges every time you book a bus ticket or
accommodation with your credit card. Your
Australian bankcard is a debit card that can be
used like a credit card, as long as there is money in
the account. You can even use it to withdraw cash
(free from the bank's own ATM, or for a small fee
using ATMs from other banks) and you can use it to
transfer money home once you leave Australia.
When you arrive in Australia, you should have at
least 900 AUD in cash to pay for your initial expenses and the journey to your first job. You will also
want some money to spend on food and sight seeing while you are in Noosa. If you want to buy your
work shoes in the shop at the Training Farm, you
will need to put aside about 85 AUD. Shirts cost 30
AUD and a pocket knife is 5 AUD. Otherwise there
are also flashlights, power adaptors, SIM cards and
mobile phones available at the shop.

Taxes
When you arrive in Australia, we will complete an
application for a Tax File Number (TFN) on your
behalf. A Tax File Number allows employers to
transfer the correct tax rate of 32.5% for your wages. The TFN will be sent to the Training Farm once
issued, and forwarded on to you from there. This
takes approximately 10 days. As soon as you have
your TFN, you need to pass it on to your employer.
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When you finish a job, ask your employer for a
"Group Certificate", which displays your total
earnings and the taxes paid. In English this document is known as a "Pay As You Go (PAYG) Payment
Summary Statement". Keep this document in a safe
place as you may need it when leaving Australia.
You should also keep all invoices, receipts and
other documents (bus tickets, etc.) to do with jobs
and job searches. Although it is a little bit tricky for
backpackers to receive any taxes back you have the
chance under certain prerequisites, at least for
wages earned before 30th June 2016.
There is also the possibility of receiving a “Goods
and Services Tax” (GST) refund upon your departure for purchased goods valued at more than 300
AUD. GST is a tax of 10% on most goods and services sold or consumed in Australia. Proof of
purchase such as a receipt will need to be shown.

People & Statistics
Australia is the largest inhabited island and the
smallest continent in the world with approximately
7.7 million square kilometres. Holland would fit
into Australia’s landmass 200 times, but both Brazil
and Canada are still larger.
Approximately 22 million people live along the coastlines, with 88% of them in cities.
"Riding on the back of a sheep to prosperity" is a
statement that sums up Australia's past. Even today there are some 100 million sheep and 26 million cattle on Australian pastures. Australian produce ranks third in export statistics after agriculture
and natural resources.

The eastern states of Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania are 10hrs later than
Greenwich Mean Time (UTC +10), and therefore
nine hours ahead of Germany. South Australia and
the Northern Territory are an additional 30mins
ahead and Western Australia is two hours ahead of
the East Coast. So at 12 noon in Sydney it is
11:30am in Adelaide and only 10:00am in Perth.
It can be quite confusing with daylight savings,
which is only used in some states, and then at different times. It is best to double-check all important
dates and meetings to make sure you have the
right time, in the right zone.

You cannot visit Australia without enjoying the sun,
surf and beaches this country is famous for. That
said, Australia has so much more to offer than just
its coastline. On the coast, you will mainly encounter backpackers like yourself, city dwellers and
Weather & Climate
tourism staff. But if you are willing to venture off
Traveling north from Brisbane you will notice the
the beaten track we would highly recommend living
climate changes from subtropical to tropical with
on the land with a family and participating in their
hot, humid summers and dry winters. South of
way of life. This can give you an appreciation for
Brisbane the climate is temperate – winters are
Australia’s past, and how the country’s economic
rather wet and summers dry. The centre however
survival has been shaped by agriculture. As a partiis characterised by continuous drought, punctuated
cipant of our Farm Work program you will get this
by occasional downpours. Surprisingly it can be
chance.
quite cold in the winter, with below zero temperaThere are other opportunities to get to know Outtures in Alice Springs. The southern cities such as
back inhabitants, whether it be indigenous AustraMelbourne and Adelaide often experience heat walians or other people you encounter along the way.
ves in the summer, and for the sports enthusiasts
In any Outback town, no matter how large or small,
Australia has excellent ski resorts from June to
you will find a “pub” or "bush pub" as the locals like
September.
to say. Make sure you stop by for the night when
Spring: September to November
you come across these places. You will definitely be
in for an experience.
Summer: December to February
Autumn: March to May

Time Zones
Due to the huge distance from east to west (almost
4000km), there are three time zones in Australia.
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Winter: June to August

Risks & Hazards
Sunburn and fluid loss (dehydration) - see Health
Snakes – are just as scared of you as you are of
them. The best thing to do is to leave them alone.
Most snakes in Australia are not aggressive. Snakes sense vibrations on the ground so make yourself heard when walking through tall grass and most
importantly, wear enclosed shoes and not flipflops.

are not covered by Medicare and must also be paid
by the locals themselves. Make sure that your insurance covers such services. Moreover, dentists
and opticians can also be quite expensive in Australia.

Spiders – there are plenty of these in Australia. The
most dangerous are the Funnel Web Spider, the
White Tail Spider and the Red Back Spider. If you
get bitten by one of these, go straight to the doctor.
Otherwise, these spiders are very useful because
they feed on mosquitoes.
Crocodiles – if you are bitten by
a crocodile, it is usually too late
for the doctor. Always take
warning signs seriously and if in
doubt, ask a local. Never swim
in rivers north of the Tropic of
Capricorn (on the east coast
this would be north of Rockhampton), and only
swim in the sea at beaches that are supervised by
"Surf Lifesavers“.

Health
The Australian health system is called "Medicare"
and visitors from many European countries receive
the same treatment as Australians, for the most
part free of charge. Germany is NOT one of these
countries, so you will need to pay for doctor visits
and hospitalisations. Buying appropriate health insurance is an absolute must.
Otherwise, the Medicare system has a comparatively high standard to that of most European countries, but with one difference: In the Outback the
doctor arrives via aircraft as part of the “Royal Flying Doctor Service”, as the nearest medical facility
is often very far away. In extreme cases, patients
may be transported by helicopter. These services
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Heat stroke and sunburn are two dangers in Australia that are often underestimated by visitors
from the northern hemisphere. In order to avoid
dehydration you need to consume a large amount
of liquid. Beer, tea and coffee are suitable only in
very limited amounts. If you feel extremely thirsty,
you are often already dehydrated.
In the sun, a long-sleeved shirt, long pants and
wide-brimmed hat are a must, as is sunscreen protection with a high UV factor for any area of the
body that is not covered up, including the neck and
back of the hand.
Vaccinations are not required to visit Australia. If
you are making a stopover on the way there or
back, find out what is required for these places. In
any case, it makes sense to refresh your tetanus
shot before leaving for Australia as your work will
involve machines and animals.

Work Life Balance is really more of a Work
Travel Balance. You have not come to Australia to
just work and even if you find a job where you do
not want to leave, you will only be there for a
maximum of six months. Use this opportunity to
explore! Holiday and travel interruptions can be
taken at will – simply get in touch with us when
you are ready to take on another job.
It definitely makes sense to lay down a rough plan
of where and when you want to be in Australia.
You can be placed Australia-wide so it is usually
possible to integrate your job location with your
general travel plans. But do not be fixated on a
set plan by pre-booking flights or finalising meetings with friends as you are limiting your options
unnecessarily.

Australian landscapes
ABOVE: flight over the Outback in
the Northern Territory
CENTRE: Oodnadatta Track in South
Australia
BELOW: Heron Island, Great Barrier
Reef, Queensland
LEFT: long board surfers on the
East Coast
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Visa
The Working Holiday Visa allows multiple entries
to Australia within one year after being issued, with
a one-year stay for work and travel starting from
your first entry to Australia.
To explain the difference: if a Working Holiday
Visa is issued on 1st January, you can enter and
leave Australia multiple times until 31st December. If you wait until 1st July to arrive in Australia
for the first time, you can undertake work and
travel up to 30th June of the following year.
However, if you are exiting the country with the
intention to return, you need to be back before
31st December. After this time you cannot re-enter the country.
Anyone who has worked for at least 88 days in rural
Australia is eligible to renew or apply for a second
Working Holiday Visa after departure.
Those who want to holiday in Australia after the
end of their Working Holiday Visa can apply for a
Tourist Visa (obviously you are not allowed to work
on a Tourist Visa).

WORK AND TRAVEL
IN AUSTRALIA
More information is available on our
website:
www. work-n-travel-australia.com
If you like this booklet, please share
it with others:
facebook
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